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As a new academic, I have been able to attend the Council for Hospitality Management Education Conference three times. Each time the meeting provided me with a different experience and different thoughts about hospitality research. This year the three-day conference organised by University of Surrey between 5th and 7th of May gave researchers an opportunity to present work related to the CHME aims, highlighting an array of research topics and its interdisciplinary character. The location in Horsley Towers set in seventy acres of stunning Surrey parkland was an ideal venue for knowledge exchange, networking and some good fun. Despite some difficulty that some institutions are experiencing, the attendance was good. 
The conference included two keynote speakers’ talks and a good number of papers that were presented by early careers researchers, PhD students and established hospitality academics from the UK and many other countries: Croatia, France, Sweden, the US, New Zealand or Australia. The CHME conference is targeted at researchers and educators with an interest in hospitality and the conference included research from the four streams: applied management, critical and cultural issues, food studies and hospitality education. 

The conference begun with an Opening ceremony and welcome from the hosts: Angela Roper, Peter Jones and Andrew Lockwood.  The first day of the conference passed quickly; with two parallel sessions, each consisted of three 30min presentations followed by a general discussion. The traditional House Party Croquet Competition that took place in the beautiful surroundings will be remembered by many! 

On the second day of the conference, the first keynote speaker, Nina Baker, reflected on the challenges and opportunities facing British pubs. The talk illustrated that over the last few years British pubs have been closed as home drinking has became more popular during the time of recession, but Nina also highlighted several areas of growth in the licensed trade and left us with some hope for the British pub.  The second keynote speaker on that day, Martin Caraher, presented a provocative talk on contemporary food production and distribution, and its implications for society and the food service sector. The day had many parallel sessions giving a voice to both full papers and works in progress. Great debates related to employees’ lives, graduate employability and innovative methodologies were discussed.  The day ended with a gala dinner in the Great Hall in Horsley Tower. The night included pre-drinks, awards to the best papers in the four categories and a murder mystery game!  

For me personally, the most interesting part of the conference took place towards the end, at a panel session with Alison Morrison, Paul Lynch, Paul Barron, Peter Lugosi and Peter Jones who shared their thoughts on the future of hospitality research. As suggested by the panel, hospitality research and education is facing testing times. On the one hand, the composition of researchers in hospitality is changing, with lots of bright emerging scholars developing hospitality research in new and innovative ways and voice is being given to different groups, for example to  Muslim women and migrant workers. The panel members also noted that hospitality research is increasingly appearing outside traditional hospitality management journals, for example, in mainstream management literature, and it is also becoming a subject of interest for a wide range of people. On the other hand, economic and time pressures and the ever-present research assessment exercises are forcing us to do more with less. The panel, alongside contributions from the audience, discussed different challenges that lay ahead for the community and reflected on the experiences of colleagues from the US, New Zealand, Australia, the UK and Europe. The discussion highlighted the need to widen the community and to engage with a broad set of stakeholders. I will remember these thought provoking debates the most out the conference as they reinforced the fact that hospitality is a multidisciplinary subject with an exciting but turbulent future. 
Hania Janta , Bournemouth University
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