RESEARCH GROUP NETWORKS

Building on the success of the relationships developed through the research conference and through various collaborative commercial research projects, teams of active researchers have created a number of research networks designed to explore mutual interest research topics. For example a group created in 1997 explored the social science meanings of hospitality and led to the book In Search of Hospitality: theoretical perspectives and debates. 

Typically these groups provide opportunities to explore common interests amongst network members, to swap papers, to undertake small scales research projects and to generally develop a topic that might typically be unattractive to commercial organisations and research funds providers. Currently the following groups are active:

The Lifestyle Firms Research Network This explores the business motives and characteristics of those running micro-firms in the hospitality and tourism sectors. The current coordinator is: Professor Conrad Lashley, contact at conradlashley@aol.com or via 07734774494

The Impact of Minimum Wages on Small Hotels Research Group The is group is attempting to map the impact of increasing minimum wages on small hotels across the country. Currently 4 academics are gathering data in five regions across England. Each researcher is attempting to gather findings from 20 hotels in a region. The contact is Dr Bill Rowson  at w.rowson@wrowson.freeserve.co.uk
